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Student Union of the University of Eastern Finland (ISYY) 
 
Symbol Regulations of the Student Union of the University of Eastern Finland 
 

Section 1 Scope 
 
These Symbol Regulations specify the awarding and use of the medals, ribbons, flag, and other symbols 
and recognitions of the Student Union of the University of Eastern Finland, unless otherwise provided for 
in the Rules of the Student Union. 
 
The Student Union awards the following distinctions, presented below in hierarchical order: 
 

1. The Student Union’s honorary membership 
2. The Golden Medal of Honour 
3. The Golden Medal of Distinction 
4. The Silver Medal of Distinction 
5. The Medal of the Student Union 

 
The Student Union may also separately award a diploma of honour or the Student Union’s banner, both 
of which are described in more detail below. 
 
The Student Union also has the Honorary Ribbon, the Executive Board Ribbon, the Student Union Ribbon, 
a lyre badge, and a flag. 
 
Samples are kept in the Student Union’s archive, and their detailed descriptions are provided in the 
appendix. The Student Union’s Secretary General is responsible for ensuring that a list of awarded medals 
and distinctions is kept. 
 

Section 2 The Student Union flag 
 
The Student Union flag is used at events befitting its dignity, as well as in occasions where the presence of 
the Student Union is to be emphasised. Decisions to use the flag are made by the Campus Chairperson or 
the Secretary General. 
 

Section 3 Honorary members of the Student Union 
 
The Student Union may invite a person or an organisation to join as an honorary member in accordance 
with section 62 of the Rules of the Student Union. Honorary membership is the highest recognition 
awarded by the Student Union. The Student Union’s honorary members are awarded the Student Union’s 
Honorary Ribbon. 
 

Section 4 Student Union’s Committee for Recognitions 
 
The Committee for Recognitions submits a proposal to the Executive Board to nominate persons for the 
Medal of Honour, Medal of Distinction, and Medal of the Student Union. The Committee for Recognitions 
includes the current chairperson and vice-chair of the Executive Board and the current chairperson of the 
Representative Council, as well as the former chairpersons and vice-chairs of the Executive Board and the 
former chairpersons of the Representative Council of the past four years. The meetings of the Committee 



for Recognitions are convened by the chairperson of the present Executive Board. The Committee must 
meet at least one month before the Annual Celebration, and the timeframe for convening the meeting is 
one week. 
 

Section 5a Medal of Honour and Medal of Distinction 
 
The Medal of Honour can be awarded to a person who has notably advanced the Student Union’s work or 
aims through long-term efforts or a highly significant contribution. 
 
The Golden Medal of Distinction can be awarded to a person in recognition of their exceptionally 
outstanding efforts that have yielded good results for the benefit of the Student Union. 
 
The Silver Medal of Distinction can be awarded to a person in recognition of their outstanding efforts that 
have yielded good results for the benefit of the Student Union. 
 
Decisions to award the Medals of Honour and Distinction are made by the Student Union’s Executive 
Board based on a proposal from the Committee for Recognitions. The Committee for Recognitions cannot 
nominate its own members for the Medal of Honour or Medal of Distinction. All members and alumni of 
the Student Union have the right to nominate a person for the Medal of Honour or Medal of Distinction, 
but one person may only submit one nomination per year. If the Committee for Recognitions is unable to 
consider a nomination submitted by a member or an alumni, the matter will be directly referred to the 
Executive Board. 
 
The recipients of the Student Union’s Medal of Honour and Medal of Distinction are announced during 
the Student Union’s Annual Celebration. 
 
The Medal of Honour and Medal of Distinction are awarded together with the Student Union’s Honorary 
Ribbon. The Medal of Honour and Medal of Distinction are to be worn with the Honorary Ribbon on the 
left side of formal dress, a tailcoat, or a dark suit, positioned over the pocket if applicable. 
 

Section 5b Medal of the Student Union 
 
The Medal of the Student Union can be awarded to a person who has promoted the Student Union’s 
work, spirit, and culture through their efforts. 
 
Decisions to award the Medal of the Student Union are made by the Student Union’s Executive Board 
based on a proposal from the Committee for Recognitions, the Council for Chairpersons, or a club board. 
The Committee for Recognitions, the Council for Chairpersons, and club boards may not nominate their 
own members for the Medal of the Student Union. Any member or alumni of the Student Union can 
nominate a person for the Medal of the Student Union, but one person may only submit one nomination 
per year. 
 
The Medal of the Student Union is awarded together with the Student Union Ribbon. The Medal of the 
Student Union is to be worn with the Student Union Ribbon and with formal attire, on the left side and on 
top of the pocket if applicable. 
 

Section 5c Student Union’s Diploma of Honour 
 
The Student Union’s Diploma of Honour can be awarded to a person who has promoted the Student 
Union’s visibility or cross-disciplinary cooperation or has otherwise done exemplary advocacy work to 
promote the interests of the Student Union’s members by working in a student association, campus 
association, club, or other organisation cooperating closely with the Student Union. 
 
Decisions to award the Student Union’s Diploma of Honour are made by the Student Union’s Executive 
Board based on a proposal from the Council for Chairpersons or a club board. The Council for 



Chairpersons and club boards may not nominate their own members for the Student Union’s Diploma of 
Honour. 
 
 
The Student Union’s Diploma of Honour is awarded together with the Student Union Ribbon. 
 

Section 6 Executive Board Medal 
 
The Executive Board Medal is awarded to members of the Student Union’s Executive Board and the 
Secretary General. The Executive Board Medal is worn with formal attire on the Executive Board Ribbon 
during the term of office and otherwise on the left lapel. After the board term has ended, the Executive 
Board Medal is worn with formal attire on the left side of the chest. 
 
The Representative Council’s chairperson and vice-chairs are entitled to the Executive Board Medal. After 
their term of office in the Representative Council has ended, the chairperson and vice-chairs wear the 
medal with formal attire on the left side of the chest. 
 

Section 7 Student Union’s lyre badge 
 
The Student Union’s lyre badge can be worn on a student cap or a similar headpiece in a manner befitting 
its dignity. 
 

Section 8a Student Union’s Honorary Ribbon 
 
The Student Union’s Honorary Ribbon is awarded together with the Medal of Honour and Medal of 
Distinction. The Honorary Ribbon is always worn as a sash from the right shoulder to the left hip. The 
Student Union’s Honorary Ribbon may not be worn with other ribbons or sashes. The Honorary Ribbon is 
awarded to the Student Union’s chairperson, the chairperson of the Executive Board, and the Secretary 
General to be worn during their term of office. 
 

Section 8b Executive Board Ribbon 
 
The Executive Board Ribbon is awarded to members of the Executive Board, the chairperson and vice-
chairs of the Representative Council, and the Secretary General. When wearing the Executive Board 
Ribbon, the rest of the attire must be appropriate for the occasion and the dignity of the ribbon. 
 
The Executive Board Ribbon may not be worn in combination with the Student Union’s Medal of Honour, 
Medal of Distinction, Honorary Ribbon, or Student Union Ribbon. 
 
The Executive Board Ribbon is worn either as a sash from the right shoulder to the left hip or as a rosette 
on the left side of the chest. 
 

Section 8c Student Union Ribbon 
 
The Student Union Ribbon is awarded to members and full-time employees of the Student Union. The 
Student Union Ribbon is also awarded together with the Medal of the Student Union and the diploma of 
honour. When wearing the Student Union Ribbon, the rest of the attire must be appropriate for the 
occasion and the dignity of the ribbon. The person wearing the ribbon must represent the Student Union 
with dignity and integrity. 
 
The Student Union Ribbon may not be worn in combination with the Student Union’s Medal of Honour, 
Medal of Distinction, Executive Board Medal, Representative Council Medal, Honorary Ribbon, or 
Executive Board Ribbon. 
 



The Student Union Ribbon is worn either as a sash from the right shoulder to the left hip or as a rosette 
on the left side of the chest. 
 

Section 9 Student Union Banner 
 
The Student Union Banner can be awarded to an organisation that has promoted the Student Union’s 
aims or collaborated with the Student Union. The Student Union’s Executive Board decides on awarding 
the banner. 
 

Section 10 Transition from old to new medals and ribbons 
 
Persons who received the Student Union’s Medal of Honour before the Student Union’s Symbol 
Regulations were amended on 1 February 2020 have the right to exchange the old Medal of Honour 
(currently the Golden Medal of Distinction) for the new Medal of Honour. 
 
Persons who received the Medal of Honour or Medal of Distinction before the Student Union’s Symbol 
Regulations were amended on 1 February 2020 have the right to get the Honorary Ribbon that is 
instructed to be worn with the medal. 
 
Persons who received the Student Union Ribbon before the Student Union’s Symbol Regulations were 
amended on 1 February 2020 have the right to get the new Student Union Ribbon, Executive Board 
Ribbon, or Honorary Ribbon as instructed in these Regulations. The old Student Union Ribbon may still be 
worn, but not together with the new type of Student Union Ribbon, Executive Board Ribbon, or Honorary 
Ribbon. Once the new Student Union Ribbons have arrived, the old ones will no longer be distributed. 
 

Section 11 Amendments 
 
Decisions to amend these Regulations are made by the Student Union’s Representative Council by a 
simple majority vote. 
  



Student Union of the University of Eastern Finland (ISYY) 
Symbol Regulations of the Student Union of the University of Eastern Finland 
 
APPENDIX 1 – Sizes of medals and ribbons 

 
Section 1 Scope 
 
Section 2 The Student Union flag 

• Flag with the Student Union Ribbon’s colours 
 
Section 3 Honorary members of the Student Union 
 
Section 4 Student Union’s Committee for Recognitions 
 
Section 5a Medal of Honour and Medal of Distinction 

• GOLDEN MEDAL OF HONOUR – (30 mm, with ISYY’s logo and wreath)  
• GOLDEN MEDAL OF DISTINCTION – (20 mm, with ISYY’s logo and wreath)  
• SILVER MEDAL OF DISTINCTION – (20 mm, with ISYY’s logo and wreath)  

 
Section 5b Medal of the Student Union 

• SILVER MEDAL – (15 mm, with ISYY’s logo) 
 

Section 5c Student Union’s Diploma of Honour 
 
Section 6 Executive Board Medal 

• SILVER MEDAL – (20 mm, with ISYY’s logo) 
 
Section 7 Student Union’s lyre badge 

• 15 mm, colour: gold 
 
Section 8a Student Union’s Honorary Ribbon 

• Ribbon size 40–48 mm 
 
Section 8b Executive Board Ribbon 

• Ribbon size 32–36 mm 
 
Section 8c Student Union Ribbon 

• Ribbon size 24 mm 
 
Section 9 Student Union Banner 
 
Section 10 Amendments 
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