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Student Union of the University of Eastern Finland
Representative Council Meeting 3/2025
Agenda

8 May 2025

AGENDA

Representative Council Meeting 3/2025

Time: 15 May 2025 at 5 p.m.

Place: Joensuu: N100
Kuopio: SN201

In accordance with section 2, subsection 1 of the Rules of Procedure of the Representative Council,
a Representative Council member who is unable to participate in a Representative Council meeting
must invite a deputy member from the same electoral alliance to participate instead. Attendance
of deputy members must be stated at the beginning of each meeting.

Welcome!

AGENDA

§1 Opening the meeting

Chairperson of the Representative Council Ville-Pekka Timonen (Ita-Suomen Vihrea
Vasemmisto) opens the meeting.

§2 Legitimacy and quorum

Matter: Section 11 of the Rules of the Student Union states: The notice and agenda of a
Representative Council meeting must be sent or otherwise delivered in writing or electronically
at least seven (7) days before the meeting to all ordinary members of the Representative
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Council and the number of deputy members determined by the Representative Council in its
constitutive meeting. The meeting must also be announced on the Student Union’s official
bulletin boards.

Section 12 of the Rules of the Student Union states: The Representative Council has a
quorum when half of the Representative Council’s members, including the Chairperson of the
Representative Council or either of the Vice Chairpersons, are attending, and the notice of
meeting has been delivered in accordance with section 11, subsection 2 of these Rules.

The notice of meeting was published on 8 May 2025 on the Student Union'’s official
bulletin board and sent to all Representative Council members on the mailing list.

Motion: The meeting has been legally convened and there is a quorum.

Decision:

§3 Changes to the composition of the Representative Council

Matter: Yoshitha B. Vidanagamage (Keskeiset) resigned from the Representative Council in
council meeting 2/2025. Lassi Oikkonen will become a full member of the Representative
Council.

Motion: The item is recorded for information.

Decision:

84 Electing examiners of the minutes and tellers

Matter: Section 19 of the Rules of the Student Union states: Representative Council meetings are
minuted. The minutes are examined and accepted by two (2) examiners of the minutes, who
are elected by the meeting and who must be members of the Representative Council. The
minutes are verified by the chairperson and secretary of the meeting.

Section 20 of the Rules of the Student Union states: In a meeting of the Representative
Council, each Representative Council member entitled to vote has one vote, and the right to
vote is personal. Votes cast in a Representative Council meeting are counted by two (2) tellers
who are elected by the Representative Council from amongst its members.

Motion: Two examiners of the minutes and four tellers are elected.

Persons nominated as examiners of the minutes:
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1. Julia Lautala (ISYYn Demariopiskelijat)
2. Eetu Hyvdnen (Kylterit)

Persons nominated as tellers:

1. Samu Honkakoski (Savilahden sivistyneet)
2. Taija Miettinen (Itd-Suomen Vihrea Vasemmisto)
3. Milla Qjala (Vihrea lista)
4. Akseli Haverinen (Opiskelevat kokoomuslaiset)
Decision:
85 Accepting the agenda as the rules of procedure

Matter: Section 15 of the Rules of the Student Union states: The agendas of Representative
Council meetings are prepared by the Chairperson of the Representative Council. The
Chairperson may be assisted by the Secretary General in this task. The Representative
Council meeting discusses motions submitted by the Chairperson of the Representative
Council, the Executive Board, and the committees operating under the Representative
Council, as well as any matters added on the agenda pursuant to section 15, subsection 2.

The Representative Council may take up a matter which was not included in the notice of
meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote but not, however, a matter which would require a
qualified majority.

Motion: The agenda is accepted as the rules of procedure of the meeting.

Decision:

86 Electing observers to monitor equality

Matter: Representative Council meetings have had two equality observers in accordance with
the previous years' Action Plans. We will continue this practice this year as well.

Motion: Persons nominated as equality observers: Janina Gunnar (DeeKu) and Helmi Vanhanen
(Vihrea lista).

Decision:
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§7 Notices

Matter:

Events

News from the offices; Joensuu office move

Secretary General absent until 31 May; substitute arrangements

Autumn meeting schedules

News from committees

Executive Board's report

Section 31 of the Rules of the Student Union states that it is the duty of the
Executive Board to give a report to the Representative Council on the Executive
Board's activities between the Representative Council’'s meetings, and annually
a report on the activities of the Student Union.

o vk wN =

Motion: The informational items are recorded.

Decision:

§8 Filling the empty seat in the Rules Committee

Matter: Rules Committee member Yoshitha B. Vidanagamage resigned from the Representative
Council in council meeting 2/2025 and is therefore no longer in the Rules Committee.

Motion: The Representative Council decides on filling the empty seat in the Rules Committee.

Decision:

§9 Electing the delegation for the General Assembly, appendix 9

Matter: In council meeting 4/2024, the Representative Council decided ISYY's representatives
for the SYL's General Assemblies in 2024 and 2025. Back then, the number of delegates
was calculated based on the number of members ISYY had on 1 November 2023, which
entitled ISYY to 15 delegates. On 1 November 2024, ISYY's membership exceeded
15,000 members, entitling ISYY to 16 delegates.

Since only 15 delegates were determined, the Representative Council must decide on
the matter anew.

Motion: The Executive Board proposes to the Representative Council that ISYY's delegates for
the SYL's General Assembly be elected as stated in appendix 9.
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The Executive Board also proposes that council groups should nominate their
representatives for the 2025 General Assembly by 25 September 2025. ISYY's Executive
Board can elect delegates for seats for which council groups have not nominated their
representatives by the deadline.

Decision:

810

Matter:

Advance voting in the 2025 Representative Council Elections

The Representative Council decided in council meeting 1/2025 that the 2025
Representative Council Elections will take place on 6 November 2025. The
Representative Council also decided to reserve the power to decide the advance voting
dates.

Section 14.2 of the Election Regulations of the Student Union of the University of
Eastern Finland states that where necessary, the Central Election Committee has the
right to organise advance voting on a date it has set, but at least fourteen (14) days
before the actual election day. Document due dates, the election announcement, and
other due dates specified in these Regulations are counted from the first advance
voting day.

Section 23 of ISYY's Rules states:

The Representative Council may decide, under section 15, subsection 3 of these Rules, to
reserve the right to make a decision on a matter that falls under the authority of the
Executive Board or other administrative body. After reserving the power of decision, the
Representative Council must make the required decision on behalf of the administrative
body in question.

The Representative Council may decide to reserve the right to make a decision on a specific
matter. In such case, the decision on the matter will be made by the Representative Council,
not by the administrative body to which the matter would normally belong. The
administrative body from which the power of decision was taken will submit a motion on the
matter to the Representative Council if the matter falls within the scope of public authority.

For Student Union members, Representative Council Elections are the primary means
of influencing the way the Student Union operates. Because of that, setting the election
date and advance voting dates involves the exercise of public authority, as referred to
in section 23.2 of the Rules.
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The Central Election Committee has submitted a well-founded proposal regarding the
advance voting dates to the Representative Council to enable the Representative
Council to make a decision on the matter. Based on the Representative Council’s
debate, the Central Election Committee’s earlier decision had too few advance voting
days.

Motion: The Central Election Committee proposes the following days for advance voting in
Representative Council Elections autumn 2025:

27-31 October 2025 (Mon-Fri). This would give the Central Election Committee and the
Student Union’s communications sector enough time between advance voting and the
actual election day to advertise the elections and the percentage of people who voted
in advance.

Decision:

811 Financial review, appendix 11

Matter: ISYY's accounts for the first quarter of 2025 are ready. The Secretary General's deputy
presents the key budget variances.

Motion: The financial review is recorded for information.
Decision:
§12 Supplementary budget, appendix 12

Matter: Due to past and coming changes in operations, it is necessary to adjust the 2025
budget.

Motion: The Executive Board presents the supplementary budget (appendix 12) to the
Representative Council for approval.

Decision:
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Motion:
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Electing student members to the UEF Board - Preliminary debate

Section 46 of the Universities Act (558/2009) states that the duties of a student union
include nominating student representatives to the administrative bodies of the
university referred to in chapter 3 of said Act. At the University of Eastern Finland, these
administrative bodies are the Board of the University, the University Collegiate Body,
and the Faculty Councils.

According to section 56 of the Rules of the Student Union, the election of student
representatives is a decision that involves the exercise of public authority. This means
that the nominations cannot be presented to the decision-making body without the
correct presentation procedure. According to section 58 of the Rules of the Student
Union, the election of student representatives to the University's administrative bodies
must follow the correct presentation procedure.

The term of office of the current student representatives in the above-mentioned
administrative bodies will end on 31 December 2025. The term of office of the next
student representatives will begin on 1 January 2026 and end on 31 December 2027.
ISYY must nominate 2 student representatives to the UEF Board, 8+8 to the University
Collegiate Body, and 5+5 to the Faculty Councils.

The Academic and Social Affairs Specialist gave a presentation on the election of
student members of the UEF Board during the Representative Council's evening session
on 5 May 2025. Based on the debate, the Representative Council wants to have a say on
the election of student members to the UEF Board.

The Executive Board proposes that the Representative Council have a preliminary
debate about the election of student members to the UEF Board. During the
preliminary debate, the Representative Council will tell the Executive Board the criteria
the student members are expected to meet to be included in the job advertisement.
The Representative Council will also possibly nominate zero or two representatives to
the board-appointed working group which will draft a proposal on the UEF Board's
student members to the board.

Decision:

814

Matter:

Motion:

Other business

The Representative Council discusses any other business.
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Decision:

815 Closing the meeting

Chairperson of the Representative Council Ville-Pekka Timonen (Itd-Suomen Vihrea
Vasemmisto) closes the meeting.

Ville-Pekka Timonen Hannele Mirola
Chairperson of the Representative Council Deputy Secretary General
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